
































Bitter herbs





Wise Daughter

The Wise daughter understands that not everything is as it appears. She is the one who speaks up, 
confident that her opinion counts. She is the one who can take the tradition and ritual that is placed 
before her, turn it over and over, and find personal meaning in it. She is the one who can find the 
secrets in the empty spaces between the letters of  the Torah. She is the one who claims a place for 
herself  even if  others do not make room for her. Some call her wise and accepting. We call her 
creative and assertive. We welcome creativity and assertiveness to sit with us at our tables and inspire 
us to act.

Wicked Daughter

The Wicked daughter is the one who dares to challenge the simplistic answers she has been given. 
She is the one who asks too many questions. She is the one not content to remain in her prescribed 
place. She is the one who breaks the mold. She is the one who challenges the status quo. Some call 
her wicked and rebellious. We call her daring and courageous. We welcome rebellion to sit with us at 
our tables and make us uneasy.

Simple Daughter

The Simple daughter is the one who accepts what she is given without asking for more. She is the one 
who trusts easily and believes what she is told. She is the one who prefers waiting and watching over 
seeking and acting. She is the one who believes that the redemption from Egypt was the final act of  
freedom. She is the one who follows in the footsteps of  others. Some call her simple and naive. We 
call her the one whose eyes are yet to be opened. We welcome the contented one to sit with us at our 
tables and appreciate what will is still to come.

Daughter Who Does Not Know How to Ask

Last is the daughter who does not know how to ask. She is one who obeys and does not question. 
She is the one who has accepted other's definitions of  the world. She is the one who has not found 
her own voice. She is the one who is content to be invisible. Some call her subservient and oppressed. 
We call her our sister. We welcome the silent one to sit with us at our tables and experience a
community that welcomes the voices of  everyone.



�is insert was created by the Keshet Parent & Family Connection. We provide con�dential support to other parents of LGBTQ 
Jewish children and family members. Learn more: www.keshetonline.org/program/support-families

Every year, Jews gather at seder tables around the world to remember, retell, and reconnect with the story of our 
collective redemption. Passover compels us to ask ourselves how we are moving out of Mitzrayim, the narrow straits of 
oppression and brokenness that still mar our world, and toward liberation in our lives today. As mothers, fathers, parents, 
and family members of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer (LGBTQ) Jews, we are inspired by our tradition’s 
story to strive for LGBTQ recognition, freedom, and acceptance.

Allies can have a powerful voice in that struggle, supporting LGBTQ people in their coming out process and helping others 
to understand the importance of justice, fairness, acceptance, and mutual respect for people of all sexual orientations and 
gender identities. �e role of allies is critical to the work of creating a Jewish community that is inclusive, safe, and supports 
all Jewish children, teens, and adults to be fully themselves.

At Passover, it is the family’s responsibility to retell the story, to inspire each new generation to accept the task of living out 
our values, of remembering that we were once strangers, and therein �nd an obligation to those on the margins of our own 
societies. As gay and straight parents and family members of LGBTQ children, we invite you to join us in considering our role 
in assuring LGBTQ liberation for generations to come. 

WHO ARE THE FOUR ALLIES? WHICH ONE ARE YOU?

1.  �e ally who asks what “LGBTQ” means: �e �rst step to taking bold action and advocating on behalf of others is 
to approach with curiosity, humility, and openness. An ally is open to learning new things and challenging their own 
assumptions.

2.  �e ally who stands up for a friend: �e lives of people we care about, our friends, family, and colleagues can be 
powerful catalysts for action.  

3.  �e ally who speaks up about equality: When we speak out against injustice because it’s the right thing to do, 
regardless if someone we know and care about is a�ected, we act on behalf of our core values.

4.  �e ally who comes out as an advocate to move equality forward: As allies, we are o�en insulated from the 
vulnerabilities that LGBTQ people face in the world. However coming out publicly as an ally can also mean taking a risk 
on behalf of the values and people we care about. 

WHAT ARE THE FOUR QUESTIONS WE COULD BE ASKING OURSELVES?  CONSIDER THESE:

1.  What other social movements for equality have you stood up for? 
2.  When have you been an ally or seen someone else be an ally?
3.  What kind of ally would you like to be?  
4.  What are you risking by being an ally? What is on the line for you? 

four allies | four questions
for LGBTQ Liberation at Pesach
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If everyone had enough to eat - Dayeinu!

If everyone had a warm place to call home in the winter - Dayeinu!

If everyone had a good education - Dayeinu!

If everyone had a digniied health care - Dayeinu!

If everyone lived a life free of prejudice - Dayeinu!

If everyone had the love of family and the care of close friends - Dayeinu!

If everyone had faith in themselves and their abilities - Dayeinu!If everyone had faith in themselves and their abilities - Dayeinu!
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